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Memo:    Gapen  to  Crom 


Maynard  (Speece)  and  I  will  be  in  Columbus  Thursday,  Friday 
and  Saturday  of  this  week  and  Sunday  of  next,  attending  the  Institute  . 
for  Education  "by  Radio,    Please  see  that  the  RFD's  get  a  letter  May  4th. 


Dear  Radio  Farm  Director: 

Would  judge  from  the  telegrams  and  requests  we've  been  getting:; 
that  the  one  thing  a  good  share  of  you  are  most  interested  in  is  the  re- 
cently announced  OPS  "beef  regulation,  !| 

OPS  assures  us  that  this  is  about  the  way  the  situation  stacks 
up  in  general, 

.  .  The  maximum  price  formula  does  not  place  ceiling  prices  on 
individual  animals.    However,  effective  "average"  ceilings  will  be  in 
effect  through  limitations  on  the  prices  packers  can  pay  for  live  ani- 
mals —  as  averaged  out  during  the  packer's  "accounting  period. " 

During  the  period  May  20-July  29,  1951,  maximum  average  prices 
packers  can  pay  for  live  animals  are  rolled  back  to  the  levels  prevail- 
ing during  the  December  19,  1950-January  25,  195I  period.    This  repre- 
sents, according  to  a  press  release  put  out  by  OPS,  a  decrease  of  about 
10  percent  from  current  levels  and  would  put  live  animal  prices,  at 
about  135  percent  of  parity.    (Beef  cattle  prices  on  April  15,  1951, 
were  152  percent  of  parity),  ; 

During  the  period  July  29-September  30,  maximum  average  prices 
packers  can  pay  will  be  dropped  another  4j  percent.    OPS  estimates  that 
this  would  mean  cattle  prices  at  about.  130  percent  'of  parity. 

After  September  30,  prices  will  be  knocked  down  another  k\ 
percent  below  the  July  29-September  30  period.    OPS  estimates  that  this 
level  would  put  cattle  prices  at  120-125  percent  of  parity. 
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On  the  "basis  of  parity  prices,  the  total  decrease  "between  now 
and  October  would  "be  about  19  percent. 

Prices  packers  can  pay  for  live  animals  are  related  to  dressed 
grade  and  slaughter  yield.    For  example,  packers  at  Chicago  during  the 
May20-July  29  period  could  pay  no  more  than  an  average  of  $3^.20  per 
hundred  for  cattle  yielding  59  percent  and  whose  carcasses  grade  "choice." 
Prices  paid  could  "be  higher  or  lower  for  cattle  yielding  above  or  below 
the  average  yield  specified  by  OPS,  and  the  day-to-day  price  could  vary 
as  long  as  the  average  did  not  exceed  $3^.20  for  that  yield  for  the 
period.    OPS  has  set  different  prices  for  different  regions. 

Am  also  enclosing  copies  of  the  OPS  regulations  that  may  help 
answer  other  questions  you  have.    And  if  you  find  some  still  unanswered 
perhaps  contacting  the  Office  of  Price  Stabilization  Information  Service 
would  be  your  next  best  bet. 

Meat  Grading  Extension 

Since  the  OPS  beef  control  program  is  based  on  Federal  grades 
it's,  of  course,  necessary  to  extend  Federal  grading  to  all  commercial 
slaughterers , 

The  Department  of  Agriculture  has  been  assigned  that  Job. 
USDA  will,  therefore,  provide  graders  for  all  Class  1  and  Class  2  slaugh- 
terers.   (Just  to  save  you  looking  it  up... Class  1  are  those  slaughter- 
ers having  federal  inspection;  Class  2        those  that  aren't  federally 
inspected).    Grading  service  will  also  be  extended  to  Class  3  (farm 
slaughterers)  where  ever  possible. 

Therefore,  as  of  May  7  or  shortly  thereafter,  all  meat  pro- 
cessed by  these  slaughterers  will  be  federally  graded,... prime,  choice, 
good,  etc.    The  slaughterer  pays  the  cost  in  the  form  of  fees  at  the 
rate  of  $3060  per  hour. 

* (Anything  that  you  can  do  to  keep  your  listeners  from  con- 
fusing Federal  inspection  and  grading  will  help  make  the  story  a  more 
understandable  one  I'm  sure). 

Slaughter  Control  Questions 

Some  of  you  RFD's  are  dealing  with  slaughter  control  questions. 
Here's  the  material  we've  been  able  to  pick  up  that  may  be  of  help  to 
you. 

The  order  covers  Class  1  and  2  slaughterers  and  limits  their 
handlings  to  110  percent  of  the  hogs,  90  percent  of  the  cattle,  and  80 
percent  of  the  calves,  sheep,  and  lambs  they  handled  during  a  compar- 
able period  a  year  ago.    These  figures  are  set  up  for  the  May  period 
and  are  subject  to  change  monthly  according  to  expected  supply. 
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A  common  question  is,  "Why  are  slaughterers  limited  to  less 
beef,  calves,  sheep  and  lambs  than  last  year  "but  allowed  to  kill  more 
hogs?"    Answer  is  that  less  "beef,  calves,  sheep  and  lambs  are  expected 
on  the  market  during  the  May  period  this  year,  as  compared  to  last,  "but 
more  hogs  are  expected. 

Main  aim  of  the  slaughter  control  order  is  to  get  equitable 
distribution  of  available  meat  animals  to  established  slaughterers. 

Keith  Himebaugh  to  Point  IV 

Keith  Himebaugh  came  back  to  work  Monday  and  announced  his 
resignation  as  Director  of  Information,,    Keith's  accepting  a  foreign 
assignment  with  OFAR  on  the  Point  IV  program.    His  job  will  be  largely 
concerned  with  developing  agricultural  extension  information  services 
in  Point  Four  countries, 

Keith's  assistance  to  ECA  in  a  similar  capacity  in  19^9-5° 
with  Marshall  Plan  Countries  of  Western  Europe,  in  addition  to  his  23 
years  of  agricultural  information  experience,  make  him  a  natural  for 
the  job, 

R„  L.  "Lyle"  Webster  will  take  over  &&rthe  new  Director  of 
Information,    He's  been  associate  director  since  19^6,  was  born  and 
raised  on  a  farm  near  Webster,  N.  D.,  and  has  been  with  the  Department 
of  Agriculture  twenty  years  come  next  week.    Lyle  started  with  the  press 
service  here  in  the  Office  of  Information  in  1931;  since  then  has  held 
positions  both  inside  and  out  of  the  Office  of  Information, 

REA-DEPA  Agreement  Made  Permanent 

Just  out  this  afternoon  is  word  that  KEA  has  been  permanently 
assigned  the  job  of  distributing  scarce  materials  to  REA  electrifica- 
tion borrowers  by  agreement  with  DEPA. 

This  arrangement  between  the  Defense  Electric  Power  Adminis- 
tration and  KEA  means  that  REA  assembles  material  requirements  of  bor- 
rowers and  submits  them  to  DEPA0    The  individual  electric  co-ops  in 
turn  receive  materials  in  the  same  proportion  to  their  total  needs  as 
other  electric  utilities.    However,  REA  has  the  authority  to  grant  ad- 
justments or  MRO  exceptions 0 

One  Leads  to  Another 

Speaking  of  REA, they  celebrate  their  l6th  birthday  Friday, 
May  11.    Might  be  an  event  and  story  that  some  of  you  RFD's  can  capital- 
ize on.    Sixteen  years  ago  approximately  10  percent  of  the  farms  had 
electricity0 , otoday  only  about  10  percent  don  Hi  have  it.    Less  than  two 
years  ago  REA  got  another  job. . emaking  loans  to  increase  and  improve 
rural  telephone  service.    Through  the  loans  they've  made  so  far,  phone 
service  will  be  brought  to  more  than  65  thousand  farms  and  improved  on 
56  thousand  more. 
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Forage  Facts 

Grass  silage,  barn  dried  hay,  and  dehydrated  hay  offer  dairy 
producers  more  milk  per  acre  than  field  cured  hay. 

All  three  of  these  forage  products  are  "better  protein  savers 
than  field  cured  hay0    Under  "best  weather  conditions  field  cured  hay 
loses  up  to  one-fourth  of  its  protein  value,,    At  Beltsville,  where  one 
cutting  of  alfalfa  was  made  into  wilted  grass  silage,  they  saved  enough 
protein,  compared  with  hay,  to  equal  about  200  pounds  of  soybean  meal 
per  acre?    And  in  poor  haymaking  weather  grass  silage  has  saved  enough 
protein  to  equal  400  pounds  of  soybean  meal  on  each  acre» 

These  three  methods  also  save  larger  amounts  of  other  nutri- 
ents.   For  example,  grass  silage  saves  19  percent  of  the  carotene  found 
in  the  standing  crop  while  good  field  cured  hay  retains  less  than  3 
percent ; 

Barn  drying  ranks  between  field  curing  and  grass  silage  in 
ability  to  save  nutrients.    Dehydration  is  the  best  feed  saver  of  all. 
It  is  more  expensive  but  gaining  popularity  in  some  areas. 

Better  haying  methods  can  greatly  reduce  that  ever  costly  feed 
bill.    Experiments  show  that  most  of  the  protein  in  the  dairy  ration  can 
be  furnished  by  hay  and  other  forage  crops  if  they  are  made  from  good 
quality  legumes,  cut  at  the  right  stage,  and  handled  properly  from  there 
on.    Alfalfa,  as  an  example,  contains  14  percent  digestible  protein  when 
cut  at  the  early  bloom  stage  while  in  full  bloom  the  protein  content 
is  10  percent  or  less0 

Cotton  Bags  0.Ko 

Reports  say  many  farmers  are  reluctant  to  use  new  cotton  pota- 
to sacks,  now  available,  under  the  misunderstanding  that  potatoes  packed 
in  anything  other  than  "new  burlap  bags"  will  not  be  accepted  by  govern- 
ment purchasing  agents. 

Firstly,  army  quartermaster  procurement  says  nearly  95  percent 
of  their  potato  exports  move  in  crates  and  wooden  containers,  and  they 
have  always  accepted  substitute  bags  on  potatoes  purchased  for  domestic 
use.    Secondly,  PMA.  has  announced  that  there'll  be  no  formal  potato 
price  support  program  this  year. 

Therefore,  use  of  the  cotton  bags  should  be  of  no  disadvan- 
tage to  producers. 

Manpower 

Key  farm  jobs  have  been  added  to  the  Department  of  Labor's  list 
of  critical  occupations.    The  list  is  designed  to  act  as  a  guide  in  se- 
lecting military  manpower  and  classifying  workers  in  essential  civilian 
activities.    The  addition  is  aimed  at  keeping  skilled  and  experienced 
workers  on  the  farm  for  essential  production. 
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Ex-RFD  to  the  Rescue 

Andy  Adam,  ex-Ext.  RFD,  Texas,  reported  for  duty  here  in 
Washington  May  1  to  handle  the  information  side  of  the  1951  gardening 
and  home  food  preservation  program,    (Understand  Texas  has  merely  loaned 
Andy  to  the  United  States  for  a  couple  of  months).    He'd  teen  in  town  ~  _ 
less  than  48  hours  "before  he  dropped  in  to  tell  us  that  he  was  counting 
on  you  RED's  to  let  him  know  what  you  want  in  the  way  of  gardening  in- 
formation. 

A  good  many  of  you  have  special  spots  for  garden  material  and 
this  sounds  like  the  chance  to  get  it.    If  it's  tapes  with  specialists, 
special  angle  stories,  or  what  have  you,  Andy's  going  to  exert  every 
effort  to  get  it  for  you, 

Andy's  philosophy  on  the  gardening  program  is  that  we  should 
encourage  efficiency  of  production  and  greater  utilization  of  the  crops 
raised.    The  home  garden  can  he  small  in  size  and  yet  large  in  its  ahil- 
ity  to  cut  the  grocery  hill.    Use  your  garden  for  leafy  vegetahles  and 
small  crops  and  leave  potato  and  large  crop  production  to  commercial 
producers. 

If  you  don't  agree, ..he  wants  to  hear  your  views.    And  whether 
it's  views  offered  or  material  requested  his  address  is  Office  of  Infor- 
mation, Extension  Service,  Washington  25,  D,  C,    (in  case  of  recording, 
requests,  please  send  tapes). 

Program  Possihilities? 

You'll  he  getting  the  USDA  release,  Just  out  this  morning, 
that  tells  the  story  of  families  "buying  farms  with  FHA  long-term  loans. 
Most  of  them  not  only  pay  hack  faster  than  required,  hut  also  "build  up 
their  livestock  and  equipment,  increase  production,  and  make  "better  use 
of  their  family  lahor  supply.    Might  he  a  program  potentiality  with  the 
release  for  "background  and  local  talent  and  specific  details  to  round 
it  out. 

Latest  on  Supports 

Minimum  average  support  price  announced-  for  1951-crop  peanuts 
is  $14.56  per  ton  higher  than  last  year. . ,$230.56. 

Support  level  for  1951-crop  grain  sorghums  was  stepped  up  to 
75  percent  of  parity  this  week  from  the  65  percent  announced  February 
8,    New  average  support  price  will  he  $2,17  cwt,  (on  No.  2).  Purpose 
of  the  increase  is  to  encourage  planting  of  sorghums  on  abandoned  win- 
ter wheat  land  in  the  Southwestern  States. 

Noyes  Appointed 

Dr.  LaRoy  Noyes  was  appointed  this  week  to  fill  the  spot  left 
by  General  Harry  Johnson  as  Co-Director  of  the  Joint  Mexican-U.S,  Commis- 
sion for  the  Eradication  of  Foot-and -Mouth  Disease.    Noyes  has  worked 
with  USDA's  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry  since  1919  in  Oklahoma,  Nehraska, 
California,  and  Texas, 
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Worthwhile  Investment 

Container  specialists  in  the  Department  tell  us  that  efforts 
to  encourage  container  salvage  will  "be  time  well  spent.    There's  a  re- 
duced supply  of  materials  available  due  to  reduced  logging  operations 
(in  turn  due  to  the  severe  winter).    NPA's  considering  limiting  the  use 
of  steel  drums,  and  the  supply  of  "barrels  and  textile  "bags  is  tight. 

Farm  and  Home  Network  Shows. g . , May  12 

ABC  American  Farmer. e .originates  12:30  to  1:00  pm  EDST,  In- 
cludes "Top  of  the  Farm  News"  from  USDA,  Milt  Bliss  and  Bo"b  Crom  report- 
ing.   Latest  word  on  '^Roughages  in  Dairying"  "brought  out  "by  Milt  Bliss 
as  he  interviews  Dr0  Ralph  Hodgson,  Bureau  of  Dairy  Industry. 

CBS  Farm  News0 . e originates  3:1+5  to  4:00  pm  EDST.  Claude 
Mahoney  presents  news  and  features. 

NBG  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour, . 0 originates  1:00  to  1:30  pm 
EDST.     "USDA  Headlines"  with  Ken  Gapen,    Feature  on  "Importance  of  Farm 
to  Market  Roads"  and  progress  in  "building  a  national  system,,  Everett 
Mitchell  interviews  Ben  Ostergren,  Washington,  D.  C0  and  A.  J.  Thelen, 
Madison,  Wisconsin,  President  of  the  American  Road  Builders  Association. 

Among  Ourselves 

Word  comes  this  week  that  Boh  Schmidt,  former  associate  EFD 
at  WRFD,  is  moving  to  Cleveland  to  assume  duties  in  Dick  Kathe's  former 
spot  at  WGAR„    Dick's  leaving  the  RFD  field  to  take  over  as  Executive 
Secretary  of  the  Cleveland  Farmer's  Club.  ■,< 

Notification  of  an  intended  move  comes  from  Dix  Harper,  WT0Uq 
He'll  "be  going  to  WIBC,  Indianapolis,  as  of  May  15th0    Boh  Nance>  Burnis 
Arnold ?s  right  hand  man  at  Oklahoma  A&M,  will  take  over  Dix*s  spot  at 
Kokomo, 

Frank  Mayfield,  WIBA,  tells  us  of  an  idea  he's  using  to  add 
variety  to  his  weekly  Saturday  feature  show.    He  has  county  agents  in 
his  Southern  Wisconsin  area  make  weekly  news  reports,  a  minute  long, 
and  get  the  tapes  to  him  by  Friday  afternoon.    From  there  Frank  edits, 
juggles,  and  fits  and  comes  out  with  a  local  newsy  show,  that  moves  ra- 
pidly and  has  lots  of  voice  variety, 

Sincerely, 
Bob  Crom 

Information  Specialist 
Radio  and  Television  Service 

Enclosures-6 

Ceiling- Price  Eegulation  23-26 
Advance  Release- -RE;  Beef 

List  of  Cities  where  official  meat  graders  of  USDA  will  be 


Memo:    Crom  to  Gapen 
We  tried. 
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RFO  L£TT£ 

To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  and  Television  Service 


Office  of  Information  -  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


May  11,  1951 


Dear  Radio  Farm  Director: 


Thirteen  Experiment  Station  editors  and  the  nine -man  Exten- 
sion Editor  Advisory  Committee  were  USDA  guests  here  in  Washington  this 
week.    Among  the  talks  and  demonstrations  they  took  in  was  a  round-up 
of  current  USDA  defense  activities  by  Under  Secretary  Clarence  J. 
McCoraick.    Think  many  of  you  will  "be  interested  in  what  he  had  to  say, 

-  •      .  First  of  all  he  reviewed  the  major  problems  of  agricultural 
defense  mobilization;  high-level,  yet  "balanced,  food  production;  prices; 
adequate  farm  equipment  and  supplies;  agricultural  chemical  supplies.,, 
fertilizer  and  insecticides;  motor  and  rail  transportation;  and  manpower. 
All  of  these  phases,  as  you  well  realize,  are  also  important  to  your 
listeners. 

In  the  round-up  Under  Secretary  McCormick  pointed  out  that 
the  aim  is  to  keep  at  least  one  able-bodied  man  on  every  family  farm. 
He  emphasized  that  people  working  in  the  agricultural  information  busi- 
ness, extension  editors  and  EFD's,  etc.,  can  do  a  lot  to  help. 

In  the  case  of  Selective  Service,  RFD's  can  help  by  making 
clear  the  best  procedure  to  follow  when  deferment  is  needed  to  maintain 
a  farm's  productivity.    If  a  farmer  believes  that  a  draft-age  man  on  his 
farm  should  be  deferred,  or  if  the  registrant . himself  seeks  deferment, 
the  thing  to  do  is  to  furnish  the  local  draft  board  the  facts  that  back 
up  the  request.    It  may  be  supported  by  facts  from  the  County  Agricul- 
tural Mobilization  Committee. 

The  Draft  Board  in  turn  will  consult  with  the  Committee  to  get 
the  average  annual  production  that  is  marketed  from  farms  in  the  regis- 
trant's area  and  use  that  as  a  guide  in  deciding  whether  deferment  is 
Justified. 


More  Truck  and  Tractor  Tires 


Elimination  of  spare  tires  on  new  cars  is  giving  farmers  more 
truck  and  tractor  tires.    It's  meant  a  weekly  increase  of  35,000  truck 
and  bus  tires,  and  15,000  tractor  and  other  farm  equipment  tires 0 
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Question  from  the  Field 

During  the  past  week  several  RFD's  have  indicated  their  inter- 
est in  the  wool  situation.    Maybe  more  of  you  have  some  of  the  same 
questions  so  here's  what  we  found. 

First  of  all,  average  support  price  on  greased  wool  (all  grades) 
is  50.7  cents  per  pound. ..that's  90  percent  of  March  15  parity.    As  for 
OPS  ceilings, . .they  don't  apply  at  the  grower  level.    They  allow  manu- 
facturers of  wool  yarns  and  fabrics  to  add  to  their  pre-Korean  prices 
dollars  and  cents  increases  in  the  cost  of  materials  and  labor  up  to  the 
end  of  1950. 

Production  of  shorn  and  pulled  wool  in  the  U.  S.  is  expected 
to  increase  slightly... about  3  percent  over  last  year*    (We  had  about  k 
percent  more  stock  sheep  on  farms  as  of  January  1951  than  a  year  before). 

Price  outlook  for  wool  during  the  next  few  months  is  a  bit  un- 
certain,   (A  lot  depends  on  military  orders).    However,  producer  prices 
for  1951  Qre  expected  to  continue  considerably  higher  than  last  year. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  a  large  part  of  the  1951  clip  has  already  been  con- 
tracted at  prices  well  above  those  of  1950. 

Background  of  this  whole  picture,  as  you  may  know,  is  this. 
The  month  between  mid -March  and  mid -April  saw  prices  received  by  farm- 
ers drop  6  cents  a  pound.    That  was  the  first  decline  in  wool  prices  in 
over  15  months;  they'd  risen  continuously  since  November  of  '^9.  The 
price  drop  started  in  foreign  market  when  the  U,  S.  started  doing  less 
buying. 

Thursday's  USDA  Crop  Report 

Looks  like  we'll  get  about  kk  million  less  bushels  of  winter 
wheat  than  predicted  on  April  1st ... largely  due  to  dry  cool  weather  and 
insect  damage  in  the  Southern  Great  Plains  area.    If  the  estimated  682 
million  bushels  is  an  accurate  picture  of  '51  winter  wheat,  it'll  be 
the  smallest  crop  since  19^3 •    As  a  general  picture,  harvest  is  ex- 
pected to  be  a  bit  later  than  usual  this  year. 

More  favorable  weather  toward  the  end  of  April  saw  farmers  in 
many  areas  Jump  into  action  in  an  attempt  to  make  up  for  planting  time 
lost  due  to  the  extended  cool,  wet  weather. 

Pastures  and  hay  crops  lagged  during  the  cool,  wet  weather, 
but  are  said  to  be  double-timing  in  the  areas  where  weather  has  now 
warmed  up,    Range  pastures  are  reported  as  in  the  poorest  condition  for 
May  first  since  1937, 

This  year's  deciduous  fruit  production  prospect  is  slightly 
above  average  in  general.    As  of  May  1,  it  looks  like  we'll  have  an  above 
average  supply  of  pears,  sour' cherries,  and  grapes  but  somewhat  below 
average  supplies  of  peaches,  apricots  and  sweet  cherries. 
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Storage  Loans 

Extension  of  CCC  loans  to  farmers  for  financing  new  farm  stor- 
age facilities  was  Just  announced  this  morning.    It  allows  loans  for  con- 
struction or  purchase  of  "bins,  etc.-  For  the  storage  of  grains  and  certain 
other  storable  crops  through  June  31,"  1952,    The  loans  will  serve  a  dual 
purpose  "by  easing  "both  the  storage  and  transportation  situation. 

Fewer  Farm  Folks 

For  the  30th  straight  month  the  total  number  of  people  work- 
ing on  farms  is  down  from  a  year  earlier  according  to  the  April  labor 
report,    It's  a  quarter  of  a  million,  about  two  and  a  third  percent,  lees 
than  a  year  ago. 

Largest  decreases  from  last  year  are  on  farms  in  the  West  North 
Central,  East  South  Central,  and  the  Mountain  States.    Smallest  drops 
are  found  on  farms  of  the  Mid -Atlantic  and  South  Atlantic  areas. 

Enclosure  with  Possibilities 

Am  enclosing  a  copy  of  Farmers'  Bulletin  2026  on  Father-Son 
Farm  Operating  Agreements,    Feel  it  offers  some  real  down-to-earth  pro- 
gram possibilities  with  a .first-class  practical  touch.    Perhaps  the 
bulletin  will  give  you  a  basis  for  working  something  out  at  the  local 
level  using  working  examples  of  how  successful  agreements  are  keeping 
boys  on  the  family  farm. 

Word  to  Consumers 


USDA's  advising  housewives  to  start  orderly  buying  of  sugar 
for  summer  canning  now  instead  of  waiting  until  the  fruit  is  ripe.  Their 
doing  this  will  make  sure  they  have  the  sugar  when  they  need  it  and  at 
the  same  time  ease  transportation  and  distribution  problems. 

Spring  buying  of  sugar  has  been  abnormally  low  this  year  and 
if  the  trend  continues,  summer  shortages  may  occur  due  to  distribution 
complications. , .not  short  supply. 

New  Defense  Publication 

The  "Defense  Production  Record"  is  the  newly  established  week- 
ly bulletin  of  the  Defense  Production  Program  that  may  be  Just  what  many 
of  you  are  looking  for  to  keep  up  with  current  events  in  defense  orders, 
etc.    It's  edited  primarily  to  be  of  service  to  those  passing  on  infor* 
mation  to  their  community.    Articles  are  in  a  "boiled  down"  form  and 
carry  only  highlights  of  the  week's  activities.    However,  it  also  tells 
where  to  get  the  details  if  you  want  them. 


Sorry  we  can't  send  it  to  you.    Subscriptions  can  be  had  by 
writing  Superintendent  of  Documents,  Washington  25,  D,  C.    Price  $2,50 
a  year. ..or  five  cents  per  copy,    (Issued  every  Thursday). 
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More  States  Get  European  Farmers 

Three  more  groups  of  young  European  farmers  arrived  last  veek 
and  have  now  "been  sent  to  18  States.    Twenty -two  of  the  young  men  are 
from  Norway,  forty-seven  from  France,  and  ten  from  Iceland. 

These  states  each  got  one  or  more  of  the  79  visitors... Delaware, 
Illinois,  Indiana,  Iowa,  Kentucky,  Maine,  Maryland,  Massachusetts,  New 
Jersey,  Minnesota,  Montana,  New  York,  North  Dakota,  Ohio,  Oregon,  Penn- 
sylvania, Vermont,  and  Virginia.    Your  State  Extension  Editor  can  get 
you  details  on  their  exact  location  within  the  State. 

Looking  to  the  immediate  future, . .next  Monday  is  the  expected 
day  of  arrival  of  a  group  of  18  more  on-farm  trainees  from  Italy  and 
Tuesday  12  young  men  from  Ireland  are  expected. 

Itinerary  Information 

Often  get  a  few  copies  of  the  itineraries  planned  for  foreign 
specialists  and  rural  leaders  visiting  the  U.  S.    My  practice  is  to  send 
them  on  to  the  RFD's  in  the  vicinity  of  the  stops  planned  for  the  visit- 
ors.   Think  you* 11  agree  that  such  folks  offer  good  interview  possibi- 
lities.   Will  "be  glad  to  hear  from  you  RFD's  that  find  this  material 
helpful. 

Network  Farm  and  Home  Shows  ...May  19 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour. .. originates  1:00  to  1:30  pm 
EDST.    "USDA  Headlines"  Ken  Gapen  reporting.    Double  -"barrelled  feature 
on  insect  control... in  part  from  WHO,  Des  Moines,  with  RFD  Herb  Plambeck 
interviewing  Dr.  T.  A.  Brindley  of  USDA  Corn  Borer  Laboratories  and  a 
farmer  that's- done  successful  control  work.    Other  part  of  pick-up  comes 
from  WMC,  Memphis,  with  Paul  Visser,  NBC,  interviewing  Dr.  Chae,  Sayre 
of  Scott,  Miss.;  S.  L.  Calhoun,  Stoneville,  Miss.;  and  J.  D.  Hays, 
Huntsville,  Ala.,  on  cotton  insect  control, 

ABC  American  Farmer. ,, originates  12:30  to  1:00  pm  EDST.  "Top 
of  The  Farm  News"  with  Milt  Bliss  and  Boh  Crom.    Feature  from  Washington 
with  Milt  Bliss  interviewing  Dr,  R.  L.  Lowom,  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry, 
on  the  latest  word  in  'Brush  Control." 

CBS  Farm  News,., originates  3:^5  to  4:00  pm  EDST.  Claude 
Mahoney  with  news  and  features. 

Transportation  Notes 

Shortages  of  boxcars  are  less  serious.    Daily  shortage  is  now 
less  than  one-fourth  of  what  it  was  around  the  first  of  March.  ICC 
hearing  on  the  proposed  15  percent  general  freight  rate  step-up  is 
coming  up  Monday,  here  in  Washington,  May  Ik, 
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Cattle  Prices  Drop 

The  dollar  to  three  dollar  drop  in  slaughter  cattle  prices 
this  week  was  credited  by  USDA  market  specialists  to  forthcoming  OPS 
compliance  levels  and  an  increase  of  about  25  percent  in  current  re- 
ceipts. The  last  part  of  the  week  saw  receipts  level  off  and  as  a  re- 
sult prices  also  leveled  and  in  some  cases  "became  stronger.  Severest 
slaughter  class  drops  were  recorded  on  Utility  and  Good  grades  while 
stocker  and  feeder  prices  slipped  as  much  as  $2  to  $5. 

Loans  for  Crop  Driers 

CCC  loans  will  also  "be  available  to  farmers  for  the  purchase 
of  certain  drying  equipment  (through  June  30,  1952),  under  the  extended 
program  announced  today.    The  equipment  must  be  new,  mobile,  and  used 
on  farm  commodities  to  be  eligible  for  such  a  loan. 

Vegetable  Outlook 

May  1  summary  of  the  Vegetable  Situation  will  probably  encour- 
age us  all  to  pay  more  attention  to  our  gardens,,    Prices  of  most  fresh 
and  processed  vegetables  are'  expected  to  be  higher  and  supplies  of  fresh 
vegetables  lower  during  the  next  few  months  thari  a  year  ago. 

Looking  Ahead  for  Features 

.      The  fifteenth  annual  June  Dairy  Month  is  less  than  three  weeks 
awaye    Undoubtedly  many  of  you  have  already  made  your  plans  to  help  ac- 
quaint consumers  with  the  nutritional  and  industrial  importance  of  the 
dairy  business, 

July  22  through  28  has  been  officially  proclaimed  National 
Farm  Safety  Week.    If  you  don't  receive  a  .packet  of  materials  on  farm 
safety  from  Maynard  Coe  or  Dan  Thompson  within  the  near  future,  I'd  sug- 
gest dropping  them  a  line*    Address  is  National  Safety  Council,  h25 
North  Michigan  Avenue,  Chicago  11,  Illinois. 

Enclosures 

The  Agricultural  Outlook  Digest,  for  release 'Monday,  may  give 
you  bits  of  useful  facts  for  varied  use.    Will  call  special  attention  to 
the  fourth  item  contrasting  farmers'  net  income  with  non-farm  personal 
income. 

The  Farm  Real  Estate  Market  serves  to  give  us  an  idea  of  the 
over-all  picture  on  land  sales.    Was  interested  to  note  general  trends,,, 
up-surge  in  prices,  slight  increase  in  sales  and  the  25  percent  increase 
in  size  of  mortgages. 
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Local  Lead 

E.  R.  Mclntyre,  Press  Service,  tells  me  he's  Just  mailed  you 
the  release  on  Distinguished,  Superior  and  Long  Service  awards  for  USDA 
workers.    Presentation  will  "be  made  next  Tuesday,  May  15,  the  USDA's 
89th  hirthday.    No  matter  what  State  you're  from,  think  you'll  find 
there's  a  native  son  or  daughter  "being  honored.    See  USDA  release  1117- 
51-7  for  names  and  "biographical  sketches » 

Institute  Meet  Successful 

Thanks  to  the  suggestions  from  around  the  country  and  the  down- 
to-earth  presentations,  the  agricultural  radio  and  television  work-con- 
ferences at  the  Institute  for  Education  "by  Radio-Television  were  quite 
profitable.    In  spite  of  late  planning  and  lack  of  promotion,  there  was 
a  pretty  good  crowd  ...  about  50  at  the  television  session  and  around 
30  at  the  one  on  radio. 

A  dozen  or  so  RFD's  who  had  intended  to  get  there  had  to  change 
their  plans  "because  travel  funds  shrunk  suddenly,  or  they  were  changing 
jobs,  or  some  other  reason  of  that  kind.    Some  time  soon,  I'll  be  able 
to  send  you  a  report  on  these  two  sessions.    So  we  won't  give  much  in 
the  way  of  details  now. 

Among  Ourselves 

RFD  Merl  Galusha's  station,  VGY,  is  celebrating  its  Farm  De- 
partment's twenty -fifth  birthday  with  a  Scholarship  Contest 0  Eligibles 
are  ^-Hers,  FFA  and  FHA  members.    The  station  is  swarding  four  scholar- 
ships to  be  used  in  financing  study  at  any  state-supported  institution 
offering  courses  in  agriculture,  forestry,  or  home  economics  in  New 
York,  Vemont,  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  and  Pennsylvania. 

Malcolm  McCormack,  WBZ  and  WBZ-TV,  says  he  started  a  new  30- 
minute  S^rrhow  this  week.    It's  called  "Down  To  Earth"  and  is  aimed  at 
helping  the  mass  audience  understand  their  rural  neighbors  as  well  as 
at  promoting  interest  in  development  of  agriculture  in  New  England. 

Frank  Byrnes,  Ohio  Ext.  Editor,  is  on  the  look  for  a  man  to 
take  over  as  Ext.  Radio  Editor.    Frank  needs  a  man  that  can  (1)  main- 
tain contacts  and  services  for  the  90  stations  in  the  State,  (2)  help 
and  train  State  and  county  staffs  in  radio  and  television,  (3)  work 
with  the  rest  of  the  Ohio  information  team  on  communicationprojects, 
and  (1+)  supervise  the  production  of  radio  and  televi  si  on  ..programs. 
Should  you  know  of  an  individual  of  this  description  that  might  be  in- 
terested, please  notify  Frank  Byrnes  at  Columbus. 

Cordially, 

Enclosures:  Kenneth  M.  Gapen 

Farmers'  Bulletin  No.  2026  Aee't  Director  of  Information 

The  Farm  Real  Estate  Market  for  Radio  and  Television 

The  Agricultural  Outlook  Digest 


RFD  LETTER 

To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 

From 

Radio  ond  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information  -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


May  18,  1951 


Dear  Radio  Farm  Director: 


Although -not  exactly  gray  at  the  temples. .  ^'market  news  "broad- 
casting is  30  years  old  Monday,  May  21. 

Might  "be  interesting  to  your  listeners  to  get  a  little  of 
what's  gone  on  in  market  news  during  that  time.    First  broadcast  over 
a  ..standard  hand  .station  was  carried  "by  RFD  Homer  Martz's  station,  KD&A., 
Pittsburgh,  hack  in  1921.    (Don't  get  me  wrong, . .Homer  didn't  do  it). 
By  the  next  year,  26  stations  out  of  129  were  carrying  markets,  and 
latest  figures  show  that  eome  1200  stations  now  broadcast  market  news. 


Market  news  gathering  work  started  in  1913  with  Congressional 
provision  for  the  Office  of  Markets,    First  USDA  market  report  came 
out  in  March- of  1915  on  strawberries,  J  . 

Today 's:  coverage  includes  all  principal  types  of  farm  pro- 
ducts. , .everything  from  livestock,  grain,  and  produce  to  fruits,  vege- 
tables, cotton  and  tobacco. 

Although  you  RFD's  don't  need  telling  of  the.  benefits  of  mar- 
ket news,  it  might  help  listeners  realize  what  that  service  means-  to 
them.    Market  news  gives  them  more  bargaining  power,  provides  a  stand- 
ard of  fair  return,  helps  them  decide  when  to  sell,  where  to  ship,  and 
all  in  all  makes  them  more  money. 

Freight  Rate  Increase 

,    The  ICC  freight  rate  hearing  which  started  Monday  is  Just 
nicely  underway 3    As  you  may  recall  the  railroads  have  asked  a  15' per- 
cent freight  rate  raise. e. if  it's  granted  it'll  be  the  tenth  since 
June  30,  19^6.    The  hearing  promises  to  be  a  lengthy  one  and  results 
probably  will  not  be  available . until  July. 


L 


a  ft  A  r  y 

CURffclur  SERIAL  RECORD 


JUM 


-  2  - 


Importance  of  Grassland  Seed 

Can't  over-emphasize  the  Importance  of  getting  the  proper  va- 
rieties of  grass  and  legume  seeds  for  use  in  the  grassland  program. 

Rough  part  about  getting  the  "proper"  variety  is,,. you  can't 
tell  "by  looking.    "Garry"  Garrison,  in  charge  of  the  National  Foundation 
Seed  Project,  "brought  that  out  at  a  departmental  information  meetings 
this  week.    He  passed  samples  of  various  legume  and  grass  seeds  around 
and  asked  us  to  put  ourselves  in  a  farmer's  shoes  and  choose  the  varie- 
ty we'd  use  in  a  grassland  program.    After  we'd  finished, , .he  told  us 
which  we  should  have  picked. 

Wonjt  admit  my  score  fend  Boh  Crom  won't  either)  on  that  lit- 
tle test,  "but  the  demonstration  did  a  first  class  Joh  of  Bhowing  us  all 
that  it's  the  inaide  of  the  seed  that  counts.    Farmers,  or  no  one  else, 
can  tell  from  outside  appearance  which  variety  will  give  maximum  pro- 
duction, disease  resistance,  winter  hardiness  and  all  the  rest. 

It  all  sums  up  to  this.    We  must  stress  the  importance  of  "buy- 
ing identified  seed  definitely  adapted  and  recommended  for  our  particu- 
lar locality.    It's  not  enough  to  Just  ask  for  alf alf a . . . red  clover... 
or  brome  grass. 

Movie  on  "Grasslands  Farming" 

Those  of  you  with  special  grassland  promotion  underway,  es- 
pecially on  TV,  may  "be  interested  in  getting  the  movie  "Grasslands 
Farming"  by  March  of  Time.    (It  can  he  either  rented  or  purchased) 

The  film  shows  production,  harvesting,  storage,  and  feeding 
methods  in  such  a  program  and  was  made  in  cooperation  with  the  Agricul- 
tural Experiment  Station  of  Rutgers  University,    Length  of  the  film  is 
thirteen  minutes,  it's  on  two  reels,  16  mm,  black  and  white,  with 
sound.    Get  further  information  from  March  of  Time  Forum  Films,  369 
Lexington  Avenue,  New  York,  New  York.  . 

Castor  Bean  Production 

Castor  bean  seed  has  been  made  availahle  to  producing  areas 
in  Texas  and  Oklahoma.    Bean  hullers  are  scheduled  for  delivery  by  June 
1  and  contracts  have  "been  let  for  additional  castor  bean  combines. 
Sixty  stripper  harvesters  should  also  be  ready  by  harvest  time. 

Defoliation  Chemicals 

Surveys  in  cotton  states  indicate  growers  expect  to  use  in- 
creased amounts  of  cotton  defoliation  chemicals  this  year.    Up  to  one- 
third  more  of  the  "dust"  type  chemical  may  he  used0    USDA  is  already 
working  with  NPA  to  make  sure  there'll  he  enough  for  all. 
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Recordings  from  h-E  Club  Camp? --Let  Joe  Know 

■   *    'Joe  Tonkin  has  this  word  on  getting  recordings  with  k-E  dele- 
gates and  leaders  at  Club  Camp  June  13-20, 

If  you  want  Union -recordings  the  cost  will  he  $5  for  a  six 
minute  disc,  $8  for  a  fourteen  minute  disc.    Work  will  he  done  hy  U,S, 
Recording  and  they'll  air  express  them  to  you  and  handle  the  hilling, 

RFD's  wanting  only  tape  recordings  should  send  the  tapes  to 
Joe  Tonkin,    They'll  he  mailed  hack  to  you  at  no  charge. 

If-  you  want  either  kind  of  recording,  please  notify  Joe  Tonkin 
as  to  whom  ydXi  want,  how  long  it  should  he,  and  any  other  particulars 
you  have  in  mind.    It's  also  a  good  idea  to  notify  the  leader  with  your 
group  or  Extension  editor  ahout  your  request  for  recordings. 

For  "Televisionists"  Only  I.    . ' 

For  you  in,  or  thinking  ahout,  TV  we  include  excerpts  of  a 
report  given  hy  Dutch  Elder,  Ext.  Editor,  Iowa,  at  the  recent  Extension 
Conference  in  Illinois,  -Perhaps  Dutch's  findings  will  help  you  in  an- 
alyzing and  programming,1 

In  Iowa  they  find  they  "have -aa  audience:  that  responds  more 
quickly  to  television  than  to  anything, .  .ever  tried  "before."    As  for 
,  TV's  use  with  agricultural  Extension  work,  Dutch  says  he  thinks  "tele- 
vision is  made  for  Extension  folk  "because  they  are  accustomed  to  using 
the  techniques  that  it  demands.    The  people  who  do  the  "best  joh  of 
Extension  teaching  "become  the  "best  on  television.    It's  just  a  matter 
of  extending  ourselves  a  little  further,"  .  . 

A  note  of  particular  interest  ahout  Iowa's  operation  is  that 
they  find  TV  the  answer  to  reaching  many  "city"  farmers  that  don't 
come  to  Extension  meetings,  etc.    Another  important  audience  is  the 
young  mother  group  that's  eager  for  home  economics  information  hut 
find,  .it  difficult  to  go  to  meetings e 

Dutch  summed  up  his  evaluation  of  TV  as  an  agricultural  edu- 
cation medium  hy  indicating  a  "feeling  that  Extension  educational  fea- 
tures on  television  are  going  to  wear  a  lot  longer  than  the  'dancing 
girls  or  the  wrestlers',*' 

Speaking  of  TV  * 

Understand  the  Missouri  Extension  folks  now  have  7  minutes  of 
a  30  minute  weekly  feature— "News  for  Shoppers"— over  KSD-TV,'  St,  Louis, 
Sounds  like  a  first  class  outlet  for  consumer  information  material. 
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For  You  That  Request 


The  complete  story  of  what's,  going  on  in  agricultural1  research, 
education,  service,  regulation,  and  inspection  is  now  available  to  you 
in  the  "so-called"  Pace  report.    It's  packed  full  of  program  possibili- 
ties and  is  the  only' report  of  its  kind.    In- Chapter  39  there's  a  round- 
up of  cooperative  research  of  the  USDA  and  State  Experiment  stations 
which  can  he  of  definite  help  to  KFD'e. 

We're  in  a  position  to  send  you  the  first  three  volumes  if 
you  want  them.    (Volume  4  is  the  index  and  won't  he  but  for  k  to  6 
months  yet).    If  you  don't  want  the  whole  report  hut  are  interested  in 
particular  phases  of  it,  we  can  send  the  part  covering  that  specific 
phase.    Breakdowns  range  from  tobacco  to  deciduous  fruits  and  edible 
tree  nuts.    Whatever  you  want,  let  ois  know,  but  personally  I  wouldn't 
be  without  it. 

Ceilings  on^Farm  Labor 

Latest  word  from  the  Wage  Stabilization  Board  says  farm  work- 
ers getting  less  than  $225  a  month  or  95  cents  an  hour,  minus  allow- 
ances, are-  removed  from  the  wage  freeze*    In  cases  where  the  house  is 
provided,  that  figure  is  $195  a  month,  and  it's  $175  a  month  with  room 
and  board  included. 

Folks  who  paid  less  than  those  wage  rates  to. farm  help  last 
year  (195°)  may  pay  up  to  10  percent  over  the  95. cent  per  hour  figure. 
And  increases  above  that  may  be  given  if  the  increase  does. not  exceed 
10  percent  of  the  top  wage  level  paid  in  1950 by  that  employer i 

Vacation  Time 

Although  vacation  season  varies  with  farmers,  think  you'll 
all  find  that  season  an  especially  timely  one  in  which  to  use  forest 
fire  prevention  material,,    Even  though  you  may  not  be  in  a  heavily 
forested  area,., your  timely  word  before  they  leave  can  help  reduce 
forest  fires  elsewhere.    If  you'll  dig  out  that  Smokey  Bear  Kit... 
you'll  find  9  out  of  10  stem  from  human  causes. 

Statements-  of  Interest 

You've  been  mailed  a  copy  of  Monday's  testimony  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  Agriculture  for  a  two-year  extension  of  the  Defense  Production 
Act,    It  gives  you  the  story  of  his  stand  on  parity,  subsidies,  etc. 

The  Secretary's  statement  on  the  meat  situation  was  also 
mailed  you  later  in  the  week* 
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Correction  Please 

The  "bulletin,  folks  ask  that  we  pass,  on  word  of  a  grave  error 
on  the  hack -page  of  (AJB  No,  £7)  .. "How  to  Recognize  Erosion  in  the  North- 
east."   Seems  that -the  word  "its"  .should  not  appear  in  .the  third. line 
of  the  second  paragraph,  ^  ...      .  ;>:..:■'.  r 

Cover  Crop  Seeds '^o  South 

Commodity  Credit  Corporation  is  moving  part  of  their  stock 
of  cover  crop  seeds  to  the  South  and  selling  them  at  prices  that  will 
not  change  "before  December  31. 

Reason  for  the  move  is  a  "greater  need  in  that  area  for  win- 
ter legume  cover  crops  at  more  stable  prices.  (  Use  of  such  cover  crops 
helps  supply  nitrogen  and  saves  the  soil  at  the  same  time, 

CCC  hopes  the  set -price  until  December  31  on  Austrian  winter 
peas,  common  and  Willamette  vetches,  and  blue  lupine- will  stabilize 
the  market  enough  to  assure  dealers  against  having  to  sell  cover. cropk 
seed  at  a  loss* 

Network  Farm  and; Home  Shows. May  26  ;  . 

:    CBSFarm  News,,, originates '3 ;45  to  b;OQ  p.m..  EDT.    News  and 
features  with' Claude  Mahoney0 "  ....  • 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Home. originates  1:00  to  1:30  p.m. 

EDT,    Ken  Gapen  reporting  "USDA  Headlines"  plus  feature*  .. 

■  '•'•      «•.'•'    »  .•..</> 

ABC  American  Farmer, .  .originates  12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  EDT,  ;  "Top 
of  the  Farm  News"  with  Milt  Bliss  and  Bob  Crom.    Feature,  due  to  May  19 
cancellation  of  program,  will  be  one  listed  last  week. -•  ,Drv R.  L. 
Loworn,  of  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry,  and  Milt  Bliss  on  "Brush  Control," 

Strong  Demand  for  Chicks  in  April  r/: •• 

Commercial  hatcheries  turned  out  12  percent  more  chicks  in 
April  than  they  did  a  year  ago.    About  35$  more  chicks  went  to  broiler 
areas  and  as  of  May  first,  we  had  hatched  about  5  percent  more  chicks 
in  total  than  last  year  at  this  time. . .that 's  2$  above  average.  Quite 
a  change  in  pace  when  we  consider  there  were  7  percent  less  hatched 
on  April  1st  '51  than  on 'that  date  a  year  ago. 

Feed  Prices  Lower         [  ' 

Feed  prices  continued  on  their  downhill  run  during  the  week 
ending  Tuesday,    Part  of  the  drop  was  credited  to  plentiful  supplies 
and  part  to  improved  pastures  furnishing  more  feed  for  dairy  cattle 
and  other  livestock. 
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In  The  Oklahoma  City  Area 

RFD's  in  the  Oklahoma  City  area  may  find  "both  AM  and  TV  pos- 
sibilities at  the  newly  established  USDA  Aircraft  and  Special  Equip* 
ment  Center  in  Oklahoma  City.    USDA'b  Bureau  of  Entomology  and  Plant 
Quarantine  has  recently  consolidated  all  work  on  aircraft  and  other 
special  equipment  for  agricultural  pest  control  there. 

Among  Ourselves 

This  woek  "brought  another  letter  of  the  variety  that  help  us 
keep  our  mailing  list  up-to-date,    Peter  Whittal,  formerly  at  Winnipeg, 
Manitoba,  Canada,  has  moved  up  the  ladder  to  a  spot  in  CBC's  Farm  De- 
partment at  Toronto,    Bob  Knowles  has  taken  over  there  at  Winnipeg  as 
Prairie  Farm  Commentator, 

Am  looking  forward  to  seeing  the  May  22  issue  of  LOOK  maga- 
zine.   Understand  it  features  a  story  "They  Get  Up  Early ";  on  three 
of  the  RFD  brethren, ,, Sandy  Saunders,  WKY;  Bill  Moshier,  KJBj- and  Phil 
Alampi,  WJZ. 

In  his  letter  to  Bob  Crom  this  week  Norman  Shortridge  in- 
forms us  that  he's  now  working  with  the  publicity  end  of  the  Inter-, 
national  Dairy  Exposition  at  Indianapolis,  "He  indicated  a  strong  in- 
terest in  keeping  in  touch  with  you  RFD's.    This  year's  show  is  Octo- 
ber 6-13. 

Latest  addition  to  our  RFJ)  List  is  Chester  Reiten  of  KSJB, 
Jamestown,  and  KCJB,  Minot,  N.  Dak,    Understand  that  these  two  sta-  * 
tions  are  the  first  in  North  Dakota  to  establish  a  farm  department, 
Chester's  a  former  county  agent  in  the  State.  ~ 

Dave  Thompson  of  Grocery  Manufacturer's,  Association  and  well- 
known  to'  many  of  RFD's,  spoke  to  a  professional  group  here  in  the  de- 
partment last  nite.    He  pointed  to  a  continuous  effort  to  help  busi- 
ness understand  farmers*  problems  and  vice  versa  as  being  the  solution 
to  some  of  the  top  current  problems. 

Cordially, 


Kenneth  M,  Gapen 
Ass't  Director  of  Information 
for  Radio  and  Television 
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RFQ  LETTL 

To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  and  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information  -U.  S.  Department  s£  Agriculture 


May  25,  1951 


Dear  Radio  Farm  Director:  . 


If  acreages  and  yields  are  as  high  as  hopod  f  or,  commercial  aid. 
cooperative  storage  is  hound  to  ho  jammed  come  harvest  time,  transporta- 
tion facilities  will  bo  over-loaded,  and  farmers  will  ho  forced  to  roly, 
more  than  usual,  on  storage  of  their  own*  In  order  to  savo  what  wo  pro- 
duce, that  storage  must  protect  tho  crop  from  leakage,  woathor,  insocts, 
rodents,  and  anything  else  that  might  spoil  the  stored  product. 

Thoroforo;  farm  storage  "becomes  as  important  a  part  of  our 
stepped -up  food  and  fiher  program  as  is  planting,  harvesting,  or  any  othor 
phaso  of  crop  production^    Now*s  tho  timo  to  look  ahead  to  soe  that  farm- 
ers have,  or  got,  enough  storage  to  take  caro  of  tho  "bushels  wo  hope  to 
harvest c 

A  recent  survoy  of  7,000  typical  farms  in  tho  Southeastern  part 
of  tho  United  States  showed  that  ahout  three-fourths  of  their  storagos 
could  not  he  successfully  fumigated  for  insect  control,  96  porcont  wore 
not  rodent-proof,  and  less  than  half  offered  good  protection  from  weather. 

In  tho  Midwest  USDA  engineers  found  that  a  single  small  leak 
around  a  metal  roof  holt  often  caused  tho  spoilage  of  two  or  three  hush- 
els  of  grain. 

Looso  knots,  split  hoards,  or  open  Joints  (in  singlo-wall  wood 
"bins)  allow  enough  leakage  to  spoil '-several  "bushels  of  grain.    Other  fro- 
quont  causes  of  spoilage  and  loss  are  floors  too  close  to  tho  ground,  . 
lack  of  vapor  harriers  in  concrete  floors,  loosq  doors  and  windows. 

Looks  liko  this  may  ho  a  chance  to  do  somo  advance  thinking  and 
planning  on  what  you,  as  an  KFD,  can  do  in  promoting  moro  and  improved 
storage.    There  are  several  USDA,  and  many  Stato  "bulletins,  that  may  ho 
helpful  in  work  along  this  lino0 


L.  J  &  R  A  R  Y 

mm  *  mm  mm 


U.I.  ICPARTMEht  ff  AjSfftOULTURE 
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On-Tho -Farm  C oiling  Pricos  for  Soybeans 

Duo  to  tho  latest  OPS  ordor  on  soybeans  it's  possiblo  for  f arm- 
ors to  dotormino  tho  coiling  price  of  soybeans  sold  on  their  farm  instead 
of  only  at  tho  local  olovator, 

On-tho-farm  coilings  are  found  "by  subtracting  olovator,  load- 
ing, and  transportation  chargos  from  tho  coiling  prico  of  tho  nearost 
country  shippore    Throe  conts  a  bushol  is  allowod  as  avorago  transporta- 
tion charge  botwoen  farm  and  elevator s    Avorago  total  olovator,  loading 
and  transportation  charge  is  about  10  cents  a  bushol. 

Therefore,  as  an  example,  if  a  country  shippor's  coiling  is 
$3.21  and  the  chargos  voro  10  conts  a  bushol,  tho  ceiling  on  tho  farm 
would  bo  $3»H»«s»or  $3,1^  conts  dolivorod  to  the  local  shipper e 

Floating  Grain  Bins 

Use  of  Liberty  ships  as  floating  grain  bins  wound  up  oarlior 
this  month.    The  operation  has  boon  highly  successful.    During  tho  two 
years  that  USDA's  boon  using  these  "moth-ball  ships"  more  than  18  million 
bushols  of  grain  with  a  loss  of  only  100  bushels. 

Research  Results  on  Newcastle 

Boltsvillo  folks  pass  on  those  highlitcs  of  thoir  research  with 
Nowcastlo  Disease  that  may  como  in  handy  for  some  of  you<> 

Pullets  infected  with  Newcastle  lay  lighter  (by  weight)  eggs 
in  which  the  percent  of  dosirable  thick  white  decroasos  moro  rapidly  when 
held.    In  newly  laid  eggs  there's  no  difference  in  that  percentage. 

However,  shell  quality  apparently  improves  from  individuals  in- 
focted  with  tho  disease  and  continues  improved  even  aftor  rocovory  from 
it.    Hatchability  of  eggs  laid  aftor  recovery  is  not  af footed. 

Do  We  Hear  an  Earl 1 or  Bid 

Last  woek's  story  on  the  history  of  market  news  brought  a  lot- 
tor  yesterday  from  RFD  Marty  Roberts 1  station  WDZ  telling  us  that  wo  wore 
incorrect  in  our  statement  that  KDKA  was  tho  first  standard  band  station 
to  broadcast  market  news.    Wick  Evans,  Director  of  News  at  WDZ,  says  thoy, 
WDZ,  broadcast  tho  first  market  report  on  March  17,  1921  and  are  tho  old- 
est market  reporting  medium  in  the  world P 

We  don't  deny  that  our  information  may  bo  incomploto.  However, 
according  to  tho  recbrds  we  have,  tho  KDKA  broadcast  by  J,  D,  Boyd,  USDA 
Fruit  and  Vegetable  Market  Specialist,  on  May  21,  1921,  was  the  first. 
If  any  station  has  record  or  proof  of  an  earlier  market  news  broadcast 
(other  than  experimental  broadcasts)  we'd  be  very  grateful  to  have  it. 


-  3  - 


ECA  Background  Meeting  ...  ;•• 

Havo  word  from  Dana  Reynolds,  ECA,  on  a  "background  material 
meeting  "being  held  here  in  Washington  today.    Idea  is  to  "bring  those  in 
attendance  up  to  dato  on  ECA  workc  cprohlems  in  the  various  countries  of 
Europe  and  Southeast  Asia  concerned,  the  present  food  situation  in  these 
countries,  and  Just  what  their  Economic  Cooperation  Administration  pro- 
gram is  doing. 

Some  of  the  folks  attending  that  meeting  will  he.  ahle  to.  pass 
the  good  word  on  to  you,    Eadio  folks  in  for  the  meeting  are  Phil  Alampi, 
NAKED  Prexy;  Paul  Visser,  NBC;  Keith  Beecher,  ABC ;  Claude  Mahoney,  CBS; 
and  Frank JTqgarty,  ^General  Manager  WOW0    Others  in  the  group  are  some  Ex- 
tension editors,  farm  paper  men,  farm  organization  representatives,  etc. 

Wallace  Kadderly,  hack  for  a  time  from  his  Joh  in  Europe,  and 
Cal  Anderson,  ex-Ext,  editor  at  Pullman,  Washington,  are  scheduled  to  he 
in  on  that  meeting  too.    Cal  says  he 1 11  leave  for  Europe  soon. 

For  TVer's 

Just  off  the  press  is  a  handhook  of  USDA  Slidefilms.    It  can 
he  had  for  the  asking  and  maykhe  of  help  as  a  source  of  ideas.,  titles  or 
material  for  TV  shows,, 

Slidefilms  listed  range  from  "Care;  and  Repair  of  Farm  Machinery" 
to  gardening  cartoons,  "A  Dozen  DonTts  for • Gardeners . "    They  aren't  lim- 
ited to  agriculture. .  0 there  are  also  a  goodly  number  for  the  homemaker 
covering  freezing  of  foods,  slip  covers  and  even  one  on  the  "Simple  Way 
to  Iron  a  Shirt,. " 

Network  Farm  and  Home  Shows p.. June  2         '  ■ 


ABC  American  Farmer ...originates  12:30  to  1:00  pm  EDT,  "Top 
of  the  Farm  News  "with  Milt  Bliss  and  Boh  Croia  from  Washington  plus  fea- 
tures on  dairying  and  forest  products 0 

CBS  Farm  News ...  originates  3:^5  to  k:00  pm  EDT.    News  and  fea- 
tures with  Claude  Mahoney. 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour.. a originates  1:00  to  1:30  pm 
EDT,    Includes  "USDA  Headlines"  Ken  Gapen  reporting.    Feature  highlights 
"June  Is  Dairy  Month"  with  Earl  Richardson,  Ext,;  Ed,  Michigan,  inter- 
viewing Don  L.  Murray  and  Dr0  Dena  C0  Cederquist,  Dairy  Specialists, 
Michigan  State  College. 

Progress  Report 

Boxcar  situation  is  "bettor  now  than  at  any  time  since  June  1950. 
A  temporary  shortage  has  heen'  currently  reported  in  the  Buffalo  area. 
However,  the  picture  as  a  whole  is  expected  to  improve  weekly  until  grain 
harvest  starts  next  month. 


More  Bushels  of  Small  Grain 


Use  of  2,1+- D  on  fields  "badly  infested  with  weeds  can  add  extra 
"bushels  of  spring-sown  wheat,  oats,  and  "barley  to  our  195"!  production 
total.    Danger  of  injury  to  grain  is  minimized  when  2,k-D  is  applied  at 
the  recommended  time  and  rate*    Full-tillered  stage  eoems  to  "be  "best 
timej  l/k  to  l/2  pound  of  2,lf-D  acid  per  acre  is  USDA  recommendation  on 
safe  and  most  satisfactory  range  of  application. 

Grain  Sorghum  Planting  Re -emphasized 

Grain  sorghum  planting  is  "being  emphasized  as  sorving  dual  pur- 
poses in  Southern  Great  Plains  defense  production.    It'll  provide  protec- 
tive cover  crop  to  prevent  soil  "blowing  and  produce  the  additional1 feed 
grain  needed0    Unless  drought  conditions  in  some  areas  improve,  the  dust 
problem  will  "be  a  serious  one. 

late  Word  on  Two  OPS  Orders 

OPS  has  put  dollars  and  cents  ceilings  on  fish  "by-products  used 
in  making  poultry  feeds  and  placed  price  ceilings  on  "burlap. 

.Among  Ourselves 

Understand  Homer  Martz,  KDKA,  is  starting  a  series  of  12  fivo- 
minute  programs  to  explain  the  marketing  of  grain.    They'll  tell  the  story 
from  the  field  to  the  table  through  cooperation,  with  the  Chicago  Board 
of  Trade. 

Prank  Atwood,  WTIC,  is  picnic  host  to  ahout  a  hundred  Connecticut 
and  Massachusetts  farm  young  folks  tomorrow.    The  picnic  is  the  third 
such  evont  entertaining  junior  dairy  and  "beef  cattle  "breeders  who  have 
gotten  purohred  livestock  through  the  WTIC  loan  project  set-up. 

Jim  Chapman,  WTAM,  informs  me  that  he's  long  realized  the  value 
of  a  good  working  relationship  with  the  weather  "bureau  folks.    Says  he 
"beat  us  to  the  draw  on  our  April  20  newsletter  mention  of  the  fact... 
we're  glad  to  hear  it,-  Hope  many  of  the  rest  of  you  did  too,    Jim  says 
he's  got  the  "best  relationship  ever  this  year.    It's  partially  the  result 
of  a  meeting  in  the  WTAM  studios  with  fruit  growers  and  Extension  folks 
as  well  as  Weather  Bureau  representatives  in  which  they  determined  prac- 
tical weather  information  needs  of  the  area. 

Cordially, 


■    ■  Kenneth  M.  Gapen 

Ass't  Director  of  Information 
Enclosure:  for  Radio  and  Television 

Statistical  Summary,  5/15/51 


